
OFFICIAL RULES 

FISHING DAYS 
Available fishing day 

and hours (EST): 
June 12, 2021, 8:00 am-2:00 pm 

Scales close at 6:00 p.m. 
for gameflsh 

RULES COMMITTEE 
Howard Basnight, Dale Britt, 

Dew Forbes, Randy Gregory, Randy 
Ramsey, Casey Wagner 

Committee Boat: To Be Announced 
Weighmaster: Randy Gregory 

Tournament President: Joy Bell 

For clarification or any question, 
contact: 

Madison Maxwell 
KWLA Tournament Director 
madison@thebigrock.com 

Crystal Hesmer 
Big Rock Executive Director 
director@thebigrock.com 

71 0 Evans Street 
Morehead City, NC 28557 

(252) 247-3575, www.thebigrock.com

Rules and/or Registration information is 
subject to change prior to the upcoming 
Lady Angler Tournament, June 12, 2021. 

1. REGISTRATION - All boats must be
registered with the Tournament Com­
mittee and entry fee paid to qualify for 
prize� and trophies. Any boat may be 
substituted but must be registered with 
the Tournament Committee prior to 
fishing. The tournament reserves the 
right in its sole discretion to deny entry 
to anyone for any reason. No entries or 
upgrades after 8:00 am. 

2. RULES MEETING - At least one per­
son from each boat should attend the 
Captai�'s Meeting for the Tournament, 
'v'.'.h1ch 1:3 usually held on the Friday eve­
ning prior to the day of fishing on Sat­
urday. Regardless, all participants in the 
tournament are responsible for know­
ing all Tournament Rules including any 
changes to the rules that may take place 
at the Captain's Meeting. 

3. FISHING TIME - - No lines or teasers
are permitted in the water before official 
fishing hours. Official fishing hours are 
8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. This is a one­
day billfish release/gameflsh tourna­
ment scheduled for Saturday, June 12, 
2021. Official time will be GPS time. Fish 
hooked prior to or after fishing hours are 
not eligible. 

4. ROD & REEL RULES - This is a rod and
reel, hook and line tournament. Double 
line and leader combined may not ex­
ceed 40 ft; neither of which may exceed 
�0 ft._ The following practices are illegal
in this tournament: a) use of handline 
or rop_e attached to the line or leader; b) 
shooting, harpooning, or lancing; and c) 
the transfer of any participant from one 
boat to another. After hook-up, only a fe­
male may fight the fish. Mate is allowed 
to adjust drag after the rod is passed to 
a female. Drones are not allowed in this 
tournament. 

5. REPORTING - All billflsh must be re­
ported to TOURNAMENT HEADQUAR­
TERS when hooked, lost or released. Ra­
dio frequency shall be VHF CHANNEL 71 
and alternate channel 78a. 

6. BOUNDARIES - All boats fishing in
tournament must fish between LORAN 
coordinates North 40275 and South 
39200. All fish must also be hooked 
within those coordinates. 

7. FEDERAL AND STATE REGULATIONS -
AI_I vessels and P'.3rticipants shall comply 
with North Carolina and Federal Fisher­
!es la�s and regulations regarding fish­
ing licenses, vessel permits, fishing 
gear

'. 
�eason size limits and bag limits. 

PartIcIpants shall also adhere to all Keli 
Wagner Lady Angler Tournament rules 
as contained herein. 

8. QUALIFYING BILLFISH - All partici­
pants, fish, and boats must adhere to all 
State and Federal fishing regulations to 
qualify for prizes in this tournament. This 
is an all release tournament. No billflsh 
shall be boated. A fish is boated when 
any portion of the fish or gaff breaks the 
plane of the boat. In the event a billflsh 
is boated, the boat will automatically be 
disqualified from the tournament. 

9. RELEASE POINTS - A cash prize will
be awarded to the boat that scores 
thE: mos� number of points. No release 
points will be awarded if the gaff breaks 
the outside vertical plane of the boat. In 
the e_vent of a tie in total release points, 
the tie breaker shall be the largest sin­
gle gameflsh (yellowfln tuna, dolphin 
wahoo) by weight. If no gameflsh ar� 
caught, the winner will be determined by 
the first boat to _achieve the winning total. 
In order to qualify as a release, the billflsh 
must remain in the water (Federal Law). 

125 Release Points will be awarded: 

1. For all billflsh including blue marlin,
white marlin, sailfish, hatchet marlin 
and spearfish and 

2. When mate touches the leader or
leader touches the rod tip before the 
fish is released and 

3. T�am turns in a release form pro­
vided by the Tournament Committee 
attested to by signature of the cap-

tain and mate or angler on board the 
boat at the time of the release. This 
form may be submitted to the OFFI­
CIAL WEIGH MASTER AT TOURNA­
MENT HEADQUARTERS, Hatteras 
Harbor Marina, or submitted elec­
tronically with the Big Rock app. 
Release forms must be turned in no 
later than 10:00 p.m. on the day the 
fish was released to qualify. Other 
than blue marlin, billflsh forms may 
also be photographed and uploaded 
to the Big Rock App. 

400 Release Points will be awarded for: 

1. Blue Marlin if the team provides in­
disputable video or photo evidence 
to the Rules Committee. To qualify 
for the 400 points, teams must turn 
in a Release Form in person along 
with the SD Card, Micro SD Card or 
Compact Flash Card from their cam­
era. Forms and Media Cards can 
be turned in at the Official Weigh 
Station in Morehead City or to the 
Tournament Representative at the 
Hatteras Harbor Marina. The Me­
dia Card and Release Form must be 
turned in no later than 10:00 p.m. 
on the day the fish was released to 
qualify. The Media Card must show 
continuous video or a clear single 
photo of the mate touching the 
leader or leader touching the rod tip 
and clear and indisputable evidence 
that the fish is a blue marlin. It is the 
responsibility of the participants to 
ensure that their camera's Clock/ 
Date is set accurately to reflect the 
time and date of the Releases to 
qualify for the 400 points. All videos 
will become property of the Big Rock 
Blue Marlin Tournament. If the rules 
committee is unable to see indisput­
able evidence that the fish is a blue 
marlin, the release will be scored 
at 125 points. The tournament will 
NOT allow photos or video from cell 
phones. Date and time stamp must 
be 100% accurate. 

10. DISQUALIFICATION - A boat will be
disqualified from the tournament if the 
boat, captain and crew violate any rules 
of the tournament. 

11. GAMEFISH - Winning gameflsh will
be determined by weight. In the event 
of a tie, the winner will be determined by 
the first fish weighed-in. Fish must be 
in fresh edible condition and flt for hu­
man consumption. All gameflsh must 
be weighed in the day they are caught. 
All gameflsh to be weighed-in must be 
reported as soon as possible after 2:00 
p.m. to the Committee boat. Only one
gai:nefls� per �pecies per boat may be 
weighed in. Weigh Master has the right to
refuse any fish._ "Winner take all-dolphin" 
prize money will rollover if no qualifying 
fish is weighed. Gameflsh are defined as 
yellowfln tuna, dolphin and wahoo. If no 
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